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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The examiner acknowledges that claim 26 has been amended and has rescinded 
the related objection. 

The examiner acknowledges that claim 6 has been cancelled. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 7-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: They are all 
dependent on claim 6 which has been cancelled. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshida 
(5,333,560). Yoshida discloses an overlock sewing machine, comprising: a main body 
(1); a needle bar (4) mounted to reciprocate in an axial direction; plural needles (5) 
positioned at the needle bar; a main feeding mechanism (col. 3, lines 3-6) to control a 
cloth feeding amount of a main feed dog; a differential feeding mechanism (col. 3, lines 
37-40) adjusted to control a cloth feeding amount of a differential feed dog; a 
memorizing device (24) configured to memorize at least two sewing patterns, the 
memorizing device being provided at the main body; a pattern selecting device (fig. 5) 
provided at the main body and configured to select the at least two sewing patterns 
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memorized in the memorizing device; and a control device provided at the main body, 
the control device being capable of changing the selected one of the at least two sewing 
patterns, while the selected one of the at least two sewing patterns is in use, to another 
of the at least two sewing patterns to be used (col. 3, lines 55-61 ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 13-33 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claim 7 
specifically requires that the intermittent gathering pattern be performed by repeatedly 
changing the feeding amount of the differential feed dog relative to the feeding amount 
of the main feed dog based on an intended number of stitches. Claim 8 specifically 
requires that the finishing pattern be performed by substantially simultaneously 
minimizing feeding amounts of the main feed dog and the differential feed dog based on 
an intended number of stitches. Claims 9-12 specifically require that the pattern- 
selecting device include a first operating portion operated for initiating the intermittent 
gathering pattern, and a second operating portion operated for initiating the finishing 
pattern. Claims 13-23 specifically require that the at least one sewing pattern including 
an intermittent gathering pattern and a finishing pattern, the intermittent pattern being 
performed by repeatedly changing the feeding amount of the differential feed dog 
relative to the feeding amount of the main feed dog based on an interval of an intended 
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number of stitches, and the finishing pattern being performed by substantially 
simultaneously minimizing feeding amounts of the main feed dog and the differential 
feed dog based on an intended number of stitches. Claims 24-25 specifically require 
transitioning to the second sewing pattern while the first sewing pattern is in use. 
Claims 26-33 specifically require that the selected at least one sewing pattern be 
changed to a second sewing pattern while the at least one sewing pattern is in use. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/22/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In regard to claim 1 , the applicant argues that Yoshida does not disclose a 
control device which his capable of switching between two selected patterns. The 
controller (23) in Yoshida's apparatus controls the liquid crystal display and the 
operation of a main motor to control the sewing operation of the lock stitch machine (col. 
3, line 62-coL 4, line 5). The controller memorizes multiple patterns (fig. 5) and thus can 
switch between them. 

In regard to claim 1 , the applicant also argues Yoshida does not disclose that a 
sewing pattern can be switched from one sewing pattern to another pattern while the 
first sewing pattern is in use. This argument is moot since that is not what is claimed. 
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Claim 1 claims the control device is capable of changing the selected one of the at least 
two sewing patterns while the selected one of the at least two sewing patterns is in use, 
to another of the at least two sewing patterns to be used. There is nothing in Yoshida's 
disclosure that would indicate that while the machine is sewing one pattern, the user 
cannot scroll through the options on the liquid crystal display and choose a new pattern 
while the first pattern is being used, resulting in the controller adjusting the main motor 
which controls the sewing operation. Thus, Yoshida's apparatus is capable of changing 
the selected one of the at least two sewing patterns while the selected one of the at 
least two sewing patterns is in use, to another of the at least two sewing patterns to be 
used. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bergvall (4,422,394) discloses seam pattern selecting switches 
and a control system to produce the patterns. Reina et al. (6,467,418) discloses an 
overlook sewing machine. Takagi et al. (4,873,931) discloses an overlock sewing 
machine that switches patterns while one pattern is currently being sewn. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian K Kauffman whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F every week. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571)272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BKK 
3/7/05 
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